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Key PointsKey Points

1. PSI underpins UN obligations, complements WMD 1. PSI underpins UN obligations, complements WMD 

treaties and provides an export control safety net.treaties and provides an export control safety net.

2. PSI has been very successful to date.2. PSI has been very successful to date.

3. PSI interdictions and exercises have built capacity.3. PSI interdictions and exercises have built capacity.

4. PSI has increased the costs and risks of proliferation.4. PSI has increased the costs and risks of proliferation.

5. PSI needs wide support, capacity building, actionable 5. PSI needs wide support, capacity building, actionable 

information and efficient international cooperation.information and efficient international cooperation.
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1. Introduction1. Introduction

�� Preventing WMD proliferation is a major Preventing WMD proliferation is a major 
challenge.challenge.

�� Proliferation problem especially relevant to Proliferation problem especially relevant to 
transhipment ports.transhipment ports.

�� PSI formed in 2003 to stop WMDPSI formed in 2003 to stop WMD--related related 
transfers involving countries of concern transfers involving countries of concern 
and nonand non--state actors.state actors.

�� 88 countries are now PSI participants88 countries are now PSI participants
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2. Benefits of the PSI2. Benefits of the PSI

�� Unique model of international cooperationUnique model of international cooperation

�� PSI strengthens resolve and action to PSI strengthens resolve and action to 

impede and prevent WMD proliferationimpede and prevent WMD proliferation

�� PSI has been very successful to datePSI has been very successful to date
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3. PSI capacity building3. PSI capacity building

�� PSI has sharpened focus, legal authority, PSI has sharpened focus, legal authority, 

interinter--agency coordination, international agency coordination, international 

cooperation and deployment readiness.cooperation and deployment readiness.

�� More than 30 exercises have been held More than 30 exercises have been held 

around the world.around the world.
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4. What the PSI is not4. What the PSI is not

�� Not a substitute for working to strengthen Not a substitute for working to strengthen 

WMD treaties or export controlWMD treaties or export control

-- controls on exports and transhipments controls on exports and transhipments 

need to be improved continually.need to be improved continually.

�� PSI is limited by geographic reachPSI is limited by geographic reach

-- increased international support is vital increased international support is vital 

to expand the PSIto expand the PSI’’s operational reach.s operational reach.
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5. Expanding PSI participation5. Expanding PSI participation

�� Australia has sought actively to promote Australia has sought actively to promote 

the PSI in the Asia Pacificthe PSI in the Asia Pacific

-- need to raise awareness, especially need to raise awareness, especially 

through PSI training exercises.through PSI training exercises.

PSI Exercise ‘Pacific 

Protector’ Australia, 2006
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6. Ensuring the PSI remains 6. Ensuring the PSI remains 

effectiveeffective

�� Strong support is crucial to expand reach, Strong support is crucial to expand reach, 

build capacity and respond to interdiction build capacity and respond to interdiction 

opportunities to stop illicit WMD trade.opportunities to stop illicit WMD trade.

�� Need to focus on transhipment ports and Need to focus on transhipment ports and 

flagflag--ofof--convenience countries.convenience countries.

�� Outreach to build support should be Outreach to build support should be 

accompanied by practical assistance.accompanied by practical assistance.
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7. Conclusion7. Conclusion

�� PSI complements other defences against PSI complements other defences against 

WMD proliferation.WMD proliferation.

�� In its short history, the PSI has achieved In its short history, the PSI has achieved 

much, but there is more to do.much, but there is more to do.

�� Need wider support and effectiveness to Need wider support and effectiveness to 

realise fully its objectives.realise fully its objectives.


