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Where Does WA Fit?

WA: Wassenaar Arrangement (Conventional & Dual Use)

AG: Australia Group (Chemical & Biological)
MTCR: Missile Technology Control Regime (Missiles)

NSG: Nuclear Suppliers Group (Nuclear)
ZC: Zangger Committee (Nuclear)

Conventional arms
& Dual use goods

WMD 
non-proliferation
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Wassenaar: Conventional Weapons
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The WA Participating States
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PURPOSES:

CONTRIBUTE TO REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
SECURITY AND STABILITY BY PROMOTING:

-- TRANSPARENCY, AND

-- GREATER RESPONSIBILITY IN TRANSFERS OF

CONVENTIONAL ARMS AND DUAL-USE ITEMS, THUS

PREVENTING DESTABILISING ACCUMULATIONS

-- PREVENT ACQUISITION BY TERRORISTS
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WA Basic Commitments:

• Impose Effective National Export Controls

• Report to WA States Certain Transfers & Denials

Implementation of WA Commitments through 
National Legislation & Policies, at National Discre tion
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Transparency: Specific Info Exchange

Arms Transfers Notifications:

- 8 categories, including SALW & MANPADS

Dual-Use Goods Notifications:

- licences denied

- transfers of sensitive & very sensitive items



8

Control Lists

� Created by Consensus

� Two Lists:

• Munitions List

• Dual-Use List
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Munitions List - contains items specially 
designed for military use, such as: 

• Military Hardware
• Production Equipment
• Software
• Technology

(e.g., plans / consultancy)
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Dual-Use Goods & Technologies:

Items produced for

Civilian Purposes

but also having 

Military Applications
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WA Lists and the EU

� The Munitions List is included in the EU Common 
Military List (used for EU Code of Conduct on Arms 
Transfers)

� The Dual-Use List is included in Annex 1 to EU Dual-
Use Regulation (legally binding)
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Best Practices

Non-binding documents have been developed to fulfill 
WA purposes (responsible exports), e.g.:

• Objective Analysis

• End-use Assurances

• Catch-All

• Intangible Transfers of Technology (ITT)

• Small Arms & Light Weapons (SALW)

• MANPADS

• Arms Brokering
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MAN-PORTABLE AIR DEFENCE SYSTEMS

• Serious Threat to Civil Aviation

• Estimates for numbers of "loose" 
MANPADS - up to 10,000

• Addressed by WA in 2003 
“Elements for Export Controls of 
MANPADS” - amended in 2007
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Major Changes to the Control Lists in 
2008
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1 - The U.S.- designed Triton 2-man submersible

2 - The US - designed Seattle-class luxury submarine

(Capable of better performance than 
the North Korean SANG-O-class 
submarine (right))

Examples of submarines of concern:
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Submarines of concern - Comparison table 



17

Ex. 2 - Surface vessel with fixed weapon having a caliber greater than 12.7 mm
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www.wassenaar.org


