
Update on the
Nuclear Suppliers Group



WHAT IS THE NSG ?

• A group of nuclear supplier countries which 
seeks to contribute to the non-proliferation of 
nuclear weapons;

• An international nuclear non-proliferation 
regime, an informal multilateral arrangement.



How does NSG contribute to non-proliferation?

• Controlling the export and re-transferof materialsand technologythat may be applicable 
to nuclear weapon development and by improving safeguards and protection on existing 
materials: laid down in the Guidelines INFCIRC/ 254 part 1, andpart 2;

• NSG Guidelines are implemented by each Participating Government in accordance with 
its national laws and practices;

• The NSG Guidelines are consistent with, and compliment the various international, 
legally binding instruments in the field of nuclear non-proliferation.

• Decisions on export applicationsare taken at national level in accordance with national 
export licensing requirements.



Aim of the Guidelines

• To ensure that nuclear trade for peaceful purposes does not contribute to 
the proliferation of nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices;

• Facilitate the development of trade with nuclear items by providing the 
means;

• To harmonise nuclear co-operation between suppliers and receivers by 
abiding to common rules & principles.



The Guidelines

Guidelines for Nuclear Transfers (INFCIRC/254, Part 1)

The first set of NSG Guidelines governs the export of items that are ‘especially 
designed or prepared’ for nuclear use. 

Guidelines for Transfers of Nuclear-Related Dual-Use Equipment, Materials, 
Software and Related Technology (INFCIRC/254, Part 2) 

The second set of NSG Guidelines governs the export of nuclear related dual-use items 
and technologies, that is, items that can make a major contribution to an unsafeguarded 
nuclear fuel cycle or nuclear explosive activity, but which have non-nuclear uses as 
well, for example in industry. 



Participating Governments

ARGENTINA, AUSTRALIA, AUSTRIA, BELARUS, BELGIUM, BR AZIL, BULGARIA, CANADA, CHINA, CROATIA, 
CYPRUS, CZECH REPUBLIC, DENMARK, ESTONIA, FINLAND, FRANCE, GERMANY, GREECE, HUNGARY, 

ICELAND, IRELAND, ITALY, JAPAN, KAZAKHSTAN, REPUBLI C OF KOREA, LATVIA, LITHUANIA, LUXEMBOURG, 
MALTA, NETHERLANDS, NEW ZEALAND, NORWAY, POLAND, PO RTUGAL, ROMANIA, RUSSIAN FEDERATION, 

SLOVAKIA, SLOVENIA, SOUTH AFRICA, SPAIN, SWEDEN, SW ITZERLAND, TURKEY, UKRAINE, UNITED 
KINGDOM, UNITED STATES and

ICELAND
Total: 46 

Permanent Observer: European Commission



Plenary: 
• Highest decision-making body;
• Decision-making mechanism: consensual,
• Meets regularly once a year,
• Sets up working groups,
• Reviews the Guidelines and Annexes thereof;
• Decides on procedural arrangements, 
• Forum for information sharing,
• Decides on transparency activities.

Rotating Chair: responsibility for co-ordination of work and 
outreach activities

The Troika: South Africa, Germany, Hungary, ??



Budapest Plenary:

• ‘Nuclear renaissance’: Growing challenges – opportunity for the application 
of nuclear technology for peaceful purposes;

• Support for the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty;

• Exchanged information on and analysed current proliferation challenges.



Budapest Plenary:

• Discussion on the proliferation implications of the nuclear test by the 
DPRK, and Iran’s nuclear programme:
Support for diplomatic efforts for the de-nuclearization of the Korean 
Peninsula, and the solution of the Iranian nuclear issue, in a peaceful 
manner.

• Call on all states to exercise extreme vigilance and make best efforts to 
ensure that none of their exports of goods and technologies contribute  to 
nuclear weapon programs;



Budapest Plenary:

• Need to balance the proliferation concerns with the growing 
demands for nuclear energy: strengthen the NSG Guidelines; 

• The NSG noted the ongoing discussions regarding multilateral 
approaches to the nuclear fuel cycle; 

• Exchange of views on national implementation of UNSC 
resolutions relevant to the purposes of the NSG;



Budapest Plenary: 

• PGs Commitment to confidentiality – need for appropriate transparency;

• Keeping pace with developments of technology and end-use controls of the 
trigger list and dual use lists: comprehensive review of the Guidelines Part 1 
and 2 Annexes;

• Best-practice guides adopted for the intangible transfer of technology (ITT) 
and end-use control. 

• Discussion on licensing and enforcement issues, international procurement 
patterns, trends and networks, identification of controlled items through 
national customs codes.



Budapest Plenary

• The Plenary addressed the regular reporting and consultation requirements 
on civil nuclear co-operation with India;

• PGs agreed to consolidate outreach activities and continue contacts with 
Non-NSG Participating Governments and International Organisations to
assist partners in their efforts to enhance their export controls and to 
facilitate adherence to the NSG Guidelines.
Chair: special attention to the Balkans region, and the intangible transfer of 
technology (ITT).



Two more formations of NSG

• Consultative Group (CG)
- standing intercessional working body,
- proposal right to the plenary: Guidelines on nuclear supply and the 

technical annexes, etc. 

• Information Exchange Meeting (IEM)
- precedes the Plenary,
- forum for sharing information and developments;

Licensing and Enforcement Meeting (LEEM)
- strengthening and harmonising national export controls.
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